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Abstract

The Illegal Drug Market in Thailand

The study on the drug market in Thailand during 2017-2021 is a systematic review
by collecting academic works, academic journals, reports from the Office of the Narcotics
Control Board, reports on investigation of essential substances from exhibits, arrest news,
etc. The study aims to examine the pattern, drug marketing trend, drug trade and drug
distribution to customers, and marketing activities of the drug market in Thailand, including
the development of transferring the original drug trading pattern to online drug marketing
in Thailand.

Exploring the drug market in Thailand reveals that the sale of Ice, Ecstasy, Ketamine,
Heroin, Methamphetamines, and Marijuana tend to increase, while opium and opium tend
to decrease. The popular drugs during 2020-2021 include LSD, drunken mushroom, cocktail-
recipe drugs, and a set of drugs and equipment. The drug prices are usually flexible
depending on the sellers. Other pricing patterns include geological pricing such as offering
low prices at a selling spot near a production site, pricing with a whole number price or
ending with a zero, and pricing for a set of drugs and equipment or a mixed combination of
drugs. The drugs are distributed directly from manufacturing countries to Thailand via border
provinces and airports and finally reach wholesalers, retailers, and drug users, respectively.
The popular promotional activities include discounts, extra drugs, free drugs, and
promotional activities for middlemen or retailers.

The drug trading networks in Thailand are linked to multinational networks that bring
drugs to be sold in the country or transferred to 3™ country. There are three main drug
dealer networks as multinational networks with foreign investors, multinational networks
with Thai investors and networks of Thai people with ethnic groups.

Drug dealers in Thailand focus on enhancing the impressive experience from
customers, understanding customers’ emotions and feelings, and building up customers’
expectations after drug use to crave more drugs, resulting in more possibility in deciding to
buy more drugs. The drug trafficking model is a combination of the offline or traditional
drug market and online drug market, using modern communication technology to expand
trading opportunities such as 24-hour accessibility and wider ranges of drug distribution to
users by a delivery which also decreases the chance of getting arrested, and providing the

best experiences to customers by setting up a learning community on drug types,



procurement methods, preparations, planting/production, equipment and how to the use
drug, including effects from drug use.

The drug market in Thailand has expanded continuously with a connection between
online and offline marketing as Online Merge Offline, applying technologies in

communication and providing more marketing channels and target groups.
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